
the northern lakes
UNDERSCAR

A place to nourish  
the body and soul...



Underscar, on the lower slopes of  Skiddaw in the Lake 
District, is perfectly located. South facing views over 
Derwentwater and Keswick to the Borrowdale fells 
beyond, are among the best in the UK, all year round.

Breathtaking vistas can be enjoyed from the lounge 
windows in every one of  our 25 spacious open plan  
cottages. But it’s not just the view that makes the  
cottages special, they are furnished and equipped to  
the very highest standards.

The private indoor pool, jacuzzi, steam room and  
saunarium provide ample opportunity to relax and  
unwind. The small, well equipped gym completes  
the picture. 

Owners receive free membership of  Oxleys Health Spa 
during their stay where there is a modern beauty studio 
offering a wide range of  luxury treatments at excellent 
prices. Oxley’s Bistro provides a wide range of  snacks 
and larger meals for owners wanting a break from 
self-catering.

For those who appreciate beauty, tranquillity and  
the unbounded freedom of  the Northern Lakes,  
Underscar represents an opportunity to buy a 
time-ownership week, or weeks, for the times you  
want to visit each year.

The 19th Century coach house and walled gardens  
of  the Victorian Underscar Manor have been  
sympathetically transformed to create 25 exclusive 
time-ownership homes in an idyllic courtyard setting. 

The atmosphere is instantly seductive, as you arrive 
through our well maintained Italianate gardens. Or look 
up to the stunning views across to the fells beyond,  
or down on to the still calm of  Derwentwater below.

Tiered water gardens follow the natural slope of  this 
fell-side setting. Stylishly lit paths lead owners through 
the scented herb and rose beds, from their cottage to 
the health spa and bistro.

About Underscar



Most of  Underscar’s cottages are laid out with  
bedrooms and bathrooms downstairs with spacious 
open plan lounge, kitchen and dining areas on the  
floor above. This ensures that living areas have the  
best panoramic views.

Cottages are designed to sleep two, four or six in  
great comfort. Main bedrooms have large double beds, 
fitted wardrobes, ensuite bathroom, and TV. Guest 
bedrooms in two and three bed units have twin beds 
and fitted wardrobes. 

Large combined shower and steam rooms in all  
cottages, most with underfloor heating, provide a  
heated towel rail, hand basin and WC for guests.

Fitted furniture in the lounge area houses a large flat 
screen TV and DVD player. Free WiFi lets you stay in 
touch and play music, or listen to the radio through the 
SONOS sound system that serves all rooms. SONOS  
connects easily to mp3 and other devices you use every 
day to access music stored on them, or on the Cloud.

Kitchens and dining areas are fully equipped with  
crockery, cutlery and glasses. Everything you’re likely 
to need is provided. You have a good range of  cooking 
utensils, microwave, dishwasher, even a coffee filter 
machine and built-in wine rack. 

From dishwasher tablets, tea towels and paper napkins to 
soap in the bathrooms, you can forget about these things 
because we take care of  them. There’s even washing 
powder for your washer/dryer. Nothing is overlooked in 
the attention to quality and detail.

Cottages are meticulously maintained and regularly  
inspected by our on-site staff. This ensures owners will 
be as impressed after 30 years, as they were the first time 
they opened their front door.

Stunning open plan design and unusually spacious, these 
cottages are sumptuously furnished and equipped to the 
highest standards. Modern interiors combine with the 
striking Italianate exterior and gardens to complement 
the breathtaking vista every cottage enjoys.

Red squirrels regularly visit Underscar’s gardens as we are 
in a designated protection area. It’s great fun watching 
them at the feeders, or searching for titbits off  tables  
on terraces and balconies.

Our Cottages



On 15th August 2015, Underscar became a company 
limited by guarantee. The directors of  the new  
company are all Underscar cottage owners currently 
serving on the Owners Club Board.

1: Through our own swaps scheme you can find  
another owner who wants to change their week.  
It doesn’t have to be in the same cottage or even  
the same type of  cottage. Our agent’s Heart of   
the Lakes office in Keswick matches up owners  
wishing to swap weeks and will arrange all the  
details on your behalf.

Sometimes you may not be able to visit Underscar for your usual week. It may be work, school or social issues getting 
in the way. Or you may even need extra space for family or friends during your usual week.

While this may at first sight seem a nuisance it is, in fact, an opportunity for you to try out a different cottage type at 
Underscar, experience the Northern Lakes in a different season, or go somewhere else altogether. 

At Underscar you have a couple of  choices:

18 two bedroom cottages make up most of  Underscar’s 
accommodation. Three are in the Coach House, with 
the other 15 in the upper and lower tiers.

Designed to sleep four in comfort, the cottages have a 
large main double bedroom, ensuite bathroom, ample 
storage and TV. The good sized twin bedded second 
bedroom has a large fitted wardrobe.

Grisedale, Skiddaw and Castlerigg are our three  
bedroom cottages. They are located at the end of   
the water garden. 

Each has a master bedroom, with double bed, ensuite 
bathroom, and two twin bedded rooms. So they  
provide ample space for six. 

Catbells, Derwent and Grange, three of  our one  
bedroom cottages, are in the Coach House. The fourth, 
Ashness, is in the lower tier of  cottages with stunning 
views from both the lounge and bedroom. All have a 
double bedroom, ensuite bathroom and fitted wardrobe.

In the hall of  every cottage there’s a drying cupboard, 
just in case it rains during your holiday, a boot and shoe 
rack, and lots of  coat hooks.

Underscar Owner’s Club

Swapping your week

The Board has appointed a management company to 
look after day-to-day operation of  the development, 
which includes maintaining a permanent presence on  
site for maintenance.

2: Do something completely different through our 
agreement with Dial An Exchange (DAE). Through  
this scheme you swap your week for any of  the  
thousands they offer in the UK, and around the world, 
throughout the year. To use this service, you will need 
to be a member of  DAE. To find out more, visit them 
online at www.dialanexchange.com

One, two or  
three bedrooms...



A warm welcome awaits you in Oxley’s Bistro. 

Choose from the enticing menu of  light snacks and main 
meals. Our chefs use local produce wherever possible.

Or drop in for a coffee, glass of  wine or beer. You can 
just sit back, relax and enjoy a drink in good company. 

Whatever you’re planning, whether it be a romantic  
dinner for two or a small family gathering, the Bistro 
offers menus for all ages and provides the perfect setting 
for everyone.

Make the most of  our fantastic pool and spa facilities 
- enjoy a workout in the gym, plunge into the inviting 
pool, laze in the jacuzzi or unwind in our detoxifying 
sauna and soothing steam room.

Ownership at Underscar includes free membership 
during your stay of  Oxleys Health Spa. If  you really 
want to pamper yourself, there is a Beauty Salon 
offering a wide range of  treatments at excellent prices 
for Underscar Owners. 
 
Expertly trained therapists will help you relax in the 
beautifully designed treatment rooms with gentle mood 
lighting, soft soothing music and comfortable  
therapy couches. 

Along with holistic healing techniques and exclusive spa 
treatments, carefully selected pure and natural products 
are used. These have been chosen to be kind to your 
skin, and the environment.

(Full details of  the treatments available with prices, are on the 
Oxley’s Health & Beauty Studio page of  the Underscar  
website. Treatment costs are not included in your free Health  
Spa membership.)  

Pool, Gym 
and Health The Bistro



Time Ownership at Underscar An Owners Tale...
The concept is simple. Instead of  buying a holiday 
home outright (always assuming you could find the one 
you wanted at a price you could afford) time-ownership 
is about buying the right to occupy your chosen cottage 
for the time you choose. You free yourself  from any  
concerns about upkeep, as this is covered by the annual 
management fee, and just buy the week or weeks that 
you want to spend at the site each year.

This arrangement at Underscar provides a luxurious 
holiday home with extra amenities, like our Owners 
leisure club ‘Oxleys’ and a level of  service that would 
not otherwise be possible for most people. This is time 
ownership at its 5* best.

Time Ownership Governance 

In 2010 the UK Government adopted regulations to 
ensure that time-ownership was run in an open and 
informative way – no hidden costs, no unfair liabilities! 
They were encouraged to do this by the Timeshare 
Association for Timeshare Owners and Committees 
(TATOC), the consumer organisation set up to support  
timeshare owners across the UK and abroad. You can 
visit them online at www.tatoc.co.uk

They encourage responsible management, and like all 
vigorous consumer organisations highlight the sins of  
the few remaining ‘bad guys’ in the business.

We bought our week in Great Gable, in the Coach 
House, in 1999.  
 
At the time the rest of  Underscar was a building site. 
So for a couple of  years we watched as everything took 
shape, including the gardens.

We were staying at our other timeshare in the South 
Lakes, and stopped off  out of  interest. We had no 
intention of  buying anything. 

That changed as soon as we saw the view and  
experienced the luxury. 

We’ve used it every year since 1999, and the view still 
takes our breath away. Every time we’re here, just lazing 
around doing nothing or on one of  our favourite walks, 
like going up Skiddaw, we never tire of  it.

Usually the car makes one shopping trip to Kewsick,  
a couple of  miles away, and then is parked for the week 
outside our front door. We don’t need it as we can walk 
for miles without needing to drive anywhere. A bistro, 
pool, health spa and gym on site means there’s even less 
reason to start it.

It can’t just be us. We have friends who bought their 
first week on their first visit as our guests in 2000 - 
and they now own three weeks!

James Moore 
Owner since 1999

Underscar’s time-ownership site is run as a company 
limited by guarantee, collectively run for the benefit 
of  all owners. The Board is made up of  Owners’ Club 
Members, who are concerned to keep our  holiday  
cottages in 5* condition.  The Board is elected at the 
AGM, and is unpaid.

The Board works closely with our site agents,  
Fisherbeck Management Ltd (FML), who manage their 
own paid staff  on site. The Owners Club does not 
employ any paid staff. FML commission all necessary 
maintenance and refurbishment. FML manage Oxley’s 
Bistro and the Health & Beauty Studio. They also run 
a holiday letting business, Heart of  the Lakes, through 
which they act as our agents for Underscar sales, rentals 
and swaps.

Is Time Ownership right for me? 

It is of  course a commitment. Your purchase contract 
for your chosen week in a cottage at Underscar means 
that you agree to pay your maintenance fee every year, 
until the lease expires in May 2078. You can pass on 
your ownership rights to family, or you can resell to any-
one who meets the requirements for club membership. 

If  now and then you decide not to come in your chosen 
week you can seek to swap your week internally. Or if  
you seek to go further afield you can swap through our 
exchange agency Dial an Exchange.  

Images ©James Moore



Underscar occupies one of  the most enviable positions 
in the Northern Lakes. On the sheltered southern 
slopes of  Skiddaw, it looks out over Keswick and  
Derwentwater to the Central Fells.

Easily accessible from the M6, simply take the A66 at 
Junction 40 and head west towards Keswick. 

On reaching the outskirts of  Keswick look for signs to 
Applethwaite and Underscar on a large roundabout. 

Or simply put CA12 4PH into your Satnav.

Underscar
Applethwaite
Keswick
Cumbria
CA12 4PH

Tel: 017687 71500
www.underscar.co.uk
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How to find Underscar
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